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COMMUNITY FORUM 

Date and Time: Wednesday, October 15th. Doors open at 9:30 am 

Venue: Bridge Club Rms, Neil Hunt Park, Tarawera Rd, Lynmore 

Welcome to our Spring get-together.  

Enjoy tea, coffee and munchies (no 
charge!) 

Want to know more?  
Call 027 310 8348 

* * * * * * * * *  

This year our committee attended the Positive Ageing Day (Sept. 

27th) at Parksyde en masse (almost). As those attending walked past 

our stall, we managed to nail quite a few and promote U3A Rotorua 

to them. Keeping busy, interacting with possible members…time 

just seemed to slip away. A rewarding day. 

 

   Photo Paul Gellatly, Gillian Tait & Liz Love (standing). Also at stall, Brian Gillespie, Julia Steele, John Turner, Wieland Hartvig, Mel 
Bowen. 
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FORUM Guest Speaker:  Jennifer Stuart 

      Rotorua U3A 

 
An old Hamiltonian, Jennifer was born in that 
cow-fortified city, and went through 
Hamilton West, Maeroa Intermediate, and 
Hamilton Girls High, then Teachers’ College. 
She taught at Frankton Primary, Maeroa 
Intermediate and Morrinsville College near 
the same time as Lynn was a student there. 
 
In 1972 Jennifer went to Lausanne, Switzerland to the American- 
based Youth With A Mission School of Evangelism. A lecture phase 
was followed by a Middle East field-trip and a summer in 
Afghanistan, working with young people, on what was then known 
as the ‘hippie trail.’ 
 
Travelling through Iran, she had an encounter which resulted in 
three years teaching in that country. That was the beginning of what 
she calls her ‘Iranian Odyssey,’ of which she will be speaking on 
Wednesday, October 15. 
 
Returning to NZ around the mid-seventies, she met and married Ian 
and they had two children. 
 
Jennifer served as a Guidance Counsellor at Waikato Diocesan for 
Girls. On being asked to become the school Chaplain, she trained 
under Canon Monty Pierard, a retired Chaplain. After being 
ordained as a Deacon, and then a priest, and completing theological 
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studies by tele-conference from the University of Otago, she 
became Chaplain to Dio.  
 
 
Retiring from Dio in 2003, she became a Chaplain at the Waikato 
Hospital and then a police Chaplain with the Western Waikato 
Police District. This required much travelling as she served nine 
stations from the West Coast and down into the King Country. 
 
Jennifer and Ian have been in Rotorua for nearly twelve years and 
they love it here. 
 
Jennifer is part of the ministry team at St Barnabas, Ngongotaha, 
where she  takes services, weddings and funerals. 

Ian, an engineer, worked on 
the Britomart project while 
Jennifer had a year of study at 
the St John’s Theological 
College.  Ian also volunteers a 
morning a week at the 
Rotorua Lakes Hospital. 
 
Jennifer has been active as a 
member of Lake City 
Toastmasters and attends the 
U3A History Group and 
volunteers on the reception 
desk at Parksyde regularly. A 
busy, involved and committed 
lady, Jennifer gives to her 
community. It is a privilege to 
know her.   
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YOUR COMMITTEE  

BRIAN GILLESPIE: PRESIDENT & 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

027 310 8348 

MELVYN BOWEN: VICE-PRESIDENT & 
ALMONER 

07 345 3221 

JULIA STEELE: SECRETARY 021 155 6776 

PAUL GELLATLY: TREASURER & 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

027 4987 124 

WIELAND (JIM) HARTWIG 021 027 47976 

LIZ LOVE 07 332 5608 

JOHN TURNER 07 345 6955 

GILLIAN TAIT 027 24867616 

SUE WERRY 027 751 4375 

 
Committee Notes: 

We welcome Gillian Tait and Sue Werry to the Committee.   

Gillian: I was born and bred in Ashburton in Canterbury with 4 siblings and 

30 cousins. I trained as a registered nurse at what was Christchurch 

Polytechnic and is now Ara. After a couple of years in Hamilton, I went to 

Plymouth UK for midwifery training. Returning from OE in ‘86 ,I worked for 

19 years in the Neonatal Intensive Care unit, then 9 years in the Home 

Dialysis Training Centre both in Christchurch. During that time, I was also 

raising 2 daughters and a son.  

From there, I spent 6 years working in remote Aboriginal communities for 

an NGO doing dialysis in Top End and Western deserts of Australia. That was 

interspersed with a fair bit of travel. The difficulties of travelling across the 

Tasman drove me back home during Covid after a last stint in the Kimberley’s 

in 2021.  
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Which brought me to Rotorua where I enjoy apartment living in Hinemoa St. 

I have my daughters and their families here, including 3 grandchildren. My 

son is not far away in Papakura.  

U3A has been so valuable both for interest and social interaction as I arrived 

knowing no one. I enjoy the Film, History, Cities, Cryptic Crossword, and 

occasional Science group. When not doing that, I can be found on my e-bike 

or walking, knitting or listening to audible books.  

 

Sue: I was born in Mangakino where my father was a teacher.  

Each time my dad got a promotion, we moved so as a child, I 

also lived in Hastings, Waipukurau and Kawerau.  

I gained a BA at Massey and Auckland Universities then went 

to Teachers College (to train as a Primary teacher on the first one-year 

graduate course at Palmerston North).  My first job was in Shannon, then on 

to Te Puke where I met my husband, Phil Gulbransen. He worked for a bank 

and the day after we married, we were sent to Auckland where our oldest 

son was born. Within three years, the bank moved us on to Rotorua.  I have 

lived in Rotorua ever since.  

Here I have taught in every part of the sector: primary schools, secondary 

schools (RGHS and WHHS), tertiary (Waiariki/Toi Ohomai) and training early 

childhood education (ECE) teachers. I guided as a volunteer docent at the 

museum for a decade.  

I now teach part-time in a local, early childhood education (ECE) centre. I am 

also learning Te Reo and the piano, supporting our three children to care for 

the grandchildren, and visiting my mum (96 and still in her own home).  

 

 I think U3A is a fantastic organisation which offers opportunities to continue 

to learn, reconnect with old friends and meet new people. So far, I have 

joined the Cryptic Crossword and North American Literature groups and am 

really enjoying both of them. 
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Trip to Timberline Huskies 
 

In late August, I joined a visit, organised by Judy Somerville, convenor 

of the Visits Group, to go to “Timberline” Racing Siberian Huskies Centre just 

north of Taupo. 

Once we arrived, we were given a talk about Siberian huskies and their need 

for exercise and work. They are not a breed to be kept as a pet, as their 

natural instinct is to hunt. 

When the owner stopped talking, all the 

dogs started howling; they knew the 

routine and wanted to be chosen for the 

eight-dog team. 

The chosen 8 were then harnessed up to a quad bike and at that point, all 

the other dogs went quiet in respect for the chosen.  

The dog-team then towed the quad bike around an 800m circuit three times 

flat out, and they were obviously enjoying every moment.  

We then had another talk on the types of sleds and bikes used in racing on 

snow and dry land. 

Then came the moment when we were allowed into the dog enclosure and 

about 10 dogs were let free among us. This was amazing as the working dogs 

were so friendly and gentle, and many licks and kisses were exchanged. I 

would whole heartedly recommend a visit to Timberline. Thank-you Judy for 

organising the trip.    Paul Gellatly 
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* * * * * * * * * 

North American Literature Group 

Just been through Steinbeck and Hemingway. These two Nobel 

Laureates kept us reading well into the night. Hemingway was 

curiously chauvinist by today’s standards. I tried to defend him. 

We’re moving on to Edgar Allan Poe whose short stories have ample 

amounts of dread. Incidentally, the Baltimore Ravens are the only 

American Football team named after a poem. 

We hope to get to Mark Twain to finish the year.  

A Negro, Jim, an escaped slave, and a teenaged Huckleberry Finn 

cruising naked down a vast river on a raft . What does it portend? 

BG 
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BOB VIEIRA 

Bob Vieira, just turned 94, passed away recently.  He 

had been a long-time member of our U3A History 

Group. And had been known to speak informatively at 

his U3A Current Affairs Group. Bob lived by himself in 

Lynmore , had a hybrid Camry from new (he loved being 

behind its wheel), was a baker par excellence of the most delectable 

cakes and biscuits conceivable. He loved kayaking and was sadly the 

last of a group that revelled in it thirty years ago. Relentlessly kind, 

he was of great assistance to his companions as they faltered over 

the years. He was particularly helpful to me as I 

set up the History Group and as it developed 

momentum. He was known for forwarding a 

multitude of jokes to his friends and one is 

included below. BG. 

 
3 HOLY MEN & 3 BEARS 
  
A CATHOLIC PRIEST, A BAPTIST PREACHER AND A RABBI ALL SERVED AS CHAPLAINS TO THE STUDENTS 
OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY AT MARQUETTE IN THE UPPER PENINSULA OF MICHIGAN.  
THEY WOULD GET TOGETHER TWO OR THREE TIMES A WEEK FOR COFFEE AND TO TALK SHOP. 
  
ONE DAY, SOMEONE MADE THE COMMENT THAT PREACHING TO PEOPLE ISN'T REALLY ALL THAT 
HARD, A REAL CHALLENGE WOULD BE TO PREACH TO A BEAR. ONE THING LED TO ANOTHER, AND 
THEY DECIDED TO DO AN EXPERIMENT. THEYWOULD ALL GO OUT INTO THE WOODS, FIND A BEAR, 
PREACH TO IT, AND ATTEMPT TO CONVERT IT TO THEIR RELIGION. 
  
SEVEN DAYS LATER, THEY ALL CAME TOGETHER TO DISCUSS THEIR EXPERIENCES. 
  
FATHER FLANNERY, WHO HAD HIS ARM IN A SLING, WAS ON CRUTCHES, AND HAD VARIOUS 
BANDAGES ON HIS BODY AND LIMBS, WENT FIRST. 
  
'WELL,' HE SAID, 'I WENT INTO THE WOODS TO FIND ME A BEAR. AND WHEN I FOUND HIM, I BEGAN 
TO READ TO HIM FROM THE CATECHISM. WELL, THAT BEAR WANTED NOTHING TO DO WITH ME AND 
BEGAN TO SLAP ME AROUND. SO I QUICKLY GRABBED MY HOLY WATER, SPRINKLED HIM AND, HOLY 
MARY MOTHER OF GOD, HE BECAME AS GENTLE AS A LAMB. THE BISHOP IS COMING OUT NEXT WEEK 
TO GIVE HIM FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION.' 
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REVEREND BILLY BOB THE BAPTIST, SPOKE NEXT. HE WAS IN A WHEELCHAIR, HAD ONE ARM AND BOTH 
LEGS IN CASTS, AND HAD AN IV DRIP. IN HIS BEST FIRE-AND-BRIMSTONE ORATORY, HE EXCLAIMED, 
'WELL, BROTHERS, YOU KNOW THAT WE BAPTISTS DON'T SPRINKLE! I WENT OUT AND I FOUND ME A 
BEAR. AND THEN I BEGAN TO READ TO MY BEAR FROM GOD'S HOLY WORD! BUT THAT BEAR WANTED 
NOTHING TO DO WITH ME.  SO I TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND WE BEGAN TO WRESTLE. WE WRESTLED 
DOWN ONE HILL, UP ANOTHER AND DOWN ANOTHER UNTIL WE CAME TO A CREEK. SO I QUICKLY 
DUNKED HIM AND BAPTIZED HIS HAIRY SOUL. AND JUST LIKE YOU SAID, HE BECAME AS GENTLE AS A 
LAMB. WE SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY 
PRAISING JESUS. HALLELUJAH! 
  
THE PRIEST AND THE REVEREND BOTH LOOKED DOWN AT THE RABBI, WHO WAS LYING IN A HOSPITAL 
BED. HE WAS IN A BODY CAST AND TRACTION WITH IVS AND MONITORS RUNNING IN AND OUT OF 
HIM. HE WAS IN REALLY BAD SHAPE. 
  
THE RABBI LOOKED UP AND SAID: "LOOKING BACK ON IT, CIRCUMCISION MAY NOT HAVE BEEN THE 
BEST WAY TO START." 
 

* * * * * * * * *  

 
Anyone for Croquet? 

A game of golf croquet has been organised for 
anyone who is interested. This will be free as 
it’s your first game.  It’s a great opportunity to 
“have a go” at this popular game.  

Date and Time:  24th October at 1.30 pm. 

Place:  Croquet Green, Government Gardens. 

Assistance:  You will be assisted by the very friendly Rotorua 
Croquet Club members. 

Weather:  Being October, the weather will of course be superb.  If 
not, we will postpone.   

Wear:  You just need regular clothing and soft shoes (sneakers OK). 

Contact: Please text or phone Judy Somerville on 027 633 4843 by 
17th October. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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Makareti (Maggie) Papakura 

Recently, over 100 Te Arawa travelled to England to tautoko 

(honour) Makareti at a ceremony at Oxford University where she 

was posthumously awarded an honorary degree, a Master Of 

Philosophy in Anthropology. In 1929, Maggie unfortunately died just 

weeks before she was to present her thesis. So the University has 

done what many thought was the right thing in ensuring their 

recognition of Makareti’s work. 

This newsletter has profiled Makareti and spoken about her 

descendant,  June Grant, who led the large contingent to England. 

A job well done, June. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Commercial Travellers Club 

We have a number of U3A Groups who meet regularly at the CT Club 

on Moncur Drive. It’s a nice venue and appreciated by those U3A 

members who use the premises. 

However, in a sign of the times and basic economics, U3A members 

are now being asked to become members of the CT Club if they wish 

to carry on meeting there (and some already are, of course). Joining 

now is something like $50:00 to take you till the end of May, 2026. 

Actually, most members, under the guidance of their Group leaders, 

have opted to join with Photography the one exception. 

Thus, Writing for Families Two, the burgeoning Cryptic Crossword 

Group, Cities and Philosophy will continue to meet at the CT Club. 

So if you’re interested in joining one of these Groups, please be 

aware of the overheads. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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ROTORUA U3A INTEREST GROUPS: Highlighting indicates that the group currently has 

vacancies (October 2025) For more information, visit our website: www.u3arotorua.com 

Topic Time Contact 

Art History 2
nd   Mondays, 1.30pm 

Anne Hunt 3487680 

anneanddonhunt@gmail.com 

Book Talk 3
rd 

Mondays, 2.00pm 
Jill Nicholas 027 4243091 
jill.nicholas@gmail.com 

Book Group 4
th Mondays, 2.00pm 

Enid Underwood 0273480030 
enidunderwood@gmail.com 

Cities 1st Wednesdays 1.00pm 
Cate Frey 220853913 
catefrey1@gmail.com 

 

Cryptic Crosswords 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 10am 

C T Club 

Paul Gellatly  027 4987124 

Cate Frey 220853913 

Current Events (1) 

 
1st Thursdays, 10.00am Nan Miller 3455817 

Current Events (2) 
 

1
st Wednesdays, 10.00am Annie Wells 027 459 5157 

Films 

 
1

st Mondays, 12.30pm Judy Somerville 357 2292 

History 

 
2

nd & 4
th 

Fridays, 10.00am Bob Christensen 020 4069 0982 

North American Literature 1
st Mondays, 10am   Brian Gillespie 027 3108348 

Philosophy 4
th Thursdays, 1.30pm  

Peter Wood 345 5099 
stpeterwood@gmail.com 

 

Photography  
2nd Tuesdays, pm 

Outings on 4thTuesdays 
 

Dell Gee 021 050 2440 
or 345 6557 

Poetry 2nd Thursdays, 2.00pm 
Margaret Lett 343 9223 
margaretlett@gmail.com 

Ratbags Check with Peter Wood Peter Wood 345 5099 

Science and Engineering 2
nd & 4

th 
Mondays, 9.30am 

Mel Bowen 345 3221 
mel.bowen@xtra.co.nz 

Singing – 
The “Grey Warblers” 

Twice monthly – time and venue 
notified by e-mail 

Hilary Calman 
Hilary.calman@gmail.com 

Visits 1st Fridays, 1.30pm – can vary Judy Somerville 357 2292 

Wednesday Art  Every Wednesday, 1.15-3.00 pm 
Mel Bowen 345 3221 
mel.bowen@xtra.co.nz 

Writing for Families (1) 1
st Fridays, 9.30am 

Anne Stewart 345 9369 
bastewart@xtra.co.nz 

Writing for Families (2)   3rd Thursdays 2pm  
Gordon White 273458634 

poppagordie@gmail.com 
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